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(57) ABSTRACT

A composition suitable is disclosed for topical application for
preventing and treating changes associated with skin aging
and formation of abnormal skin lesions. The composition is
derived by hydrolyzing a source composition in an acidic
solution. The source composition can be, e.g., a s0y compo-
sition and can include one or more isoflavones, phytoestro-
gens, sitosterols and saponins. After hydrolysis, water is
added to the acidic solution to produce a first precipitate,
which is then dissolved in an alcohol solution. The alcohol
solution is then separated from undissolved portions of the
first precipitate, and the alcohol in the separated alcohol solu-
tion is eliminated to produce a second precipitate of solids
that were dissolved in the alcohol. This second precipitate is
then dissolved in an organic solvent to produce a composition
suitable for inclusion in a dermatological or cosmetic prepa-
ration.

11 Claims, No Drawings
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HYDROLYSIS AND PURIFICATION OF
ACTIVE PLANT COMPOUNDS SUITABLE
FOR TOPICAL APPLICATION

BACKGROUND

Topical application of estrogenic hormones (e.g., estradiol
and estriol compounds) have been shown to markedly
improve the elasticity and firmness of skin and to decrease the
wrinkle depth and pore sizes. Phytoestrogens are naturally
occurring plant compounds that behave similarly to estrogen
in the body.

Isoflavones are known phytoestrogens; and they are found,
for example, in soy products and are known to have systemic
effects in the prevention of cardiovascular diseases,
osteoporosis, malignant tumors and other maladies in
humans. The current literature supports the safety of isofla-
vones as typically consumed in diets based on soy or contain-
ing soy products.

A number of proposed techniques have been directed to the
oral ingestion of the isoflavone compositions. Though, other
methods have been proposed for topical application of an
isoflavone for blocking ultraviolet radiation to lessen or pre-
vent skin sunburns, premature aging and skin cancer.

Although there are some industrial and laboratory methods
for isoflavone purification, the high cost of these compounds
limits creation of widely available cosmetic or dermatologi-
cal preparations.

SUMMARY

Described herein is a simple and inexpensive semi-indus-
trial technology for isolation and purification of active plant
compounds, including isoflavones, sitosterols, saponins (sa-
pogenins), and phospholipids. Soybeans are particularly suit-
able as a plant source; however, any other isoflavone-contain-
ing plants (e.g., red clover and kudzu) can be uses as a source
of active compounds. Molasses, enriched fluor or any other
non-protein concentrate can be used as a source material for
the isolation and purification process.

The isolation and purification process commences with the
hydrolysis of a source composition (e.g., a soy concentrate
including isoflavones) in an acidic solution. Water is then
added to the acidic solution to produce a first precipitate,
which is then dissolved in an alcohol solution. The alcohol
solution is separated from undissolved portions of the first
precipitate, and the alcohol in the separated alcohol solution
is removed (e.g., via evaporation or via a settling process) to
produce a second precipitate of solids that were dissolved in
the alcohol. This second precipitate is then dissolved in an
organic solvent to produce a product having a heightened
isoflavone concentration.

The product of the isolation and purification process can be
introduced into cosmetic compositions or dermatological
preparations that are then topically applied, e.g., for the pre-
vention and treatment of skin aging, treatment of increasing
skin thickness, acne treatment, cellulite treatment, sensitive
skin treatment, wound healing, arthritis treatment, hair loss
treatment, and in the form of patches for prostate treatment.
Because isoflavones have no known side effects as a hormone
replacement therapy substitute, isoflavones can also be used
for treatment of some dermatological diseases such as pso-
riasis and eczema by means of topical application to the skin.

In the preparation of a topical composition, plant com-
pounds that manifest weak estrogenic activity (i.e., phy-
toestrogens) are substituted for natural or synthetic estrogens.
The phytoestrogens (e.g., isoflavones) do not provoke the
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harmful systemic or side effects that are provoked by estrogen
treatments. The weak estrogenic properties of naturally
occurring isoflavones, their derivatives and related com-
pounds allow for their utilization in replacing weakened
estrogen stimulation of aged skin. Other active soybean com-
pounds offer additional benefits to the skin.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Skin senescence is an inevitable process. There are many
dermatologic signs and symptoms that have been associated
with menopause. Age-dependent involutional changes in
women are manifested in skin as wrinkles, dryness and laxity,
and a set of other cutaneous symptoms such as seborrheic
keratoses and dermatitis, lentigines, ecchymoses, hirsutism
or hair loss, varicosities, etc. The most-common dermato-
logic diagnoses in an elderly population (95-85%) were elas-
tosis (degenerative changes in elastic tissue), onychorrhesis
(abnormal brittleness of nails), and xerosis (evolutionary
sclerosis of tissues), which result from age-related changes in
production and maturation of extracellular fibers, collagen
and elastin. These degenerative processes are produced by
general involution, in which the hormonal status seems to be
the most significant factor.

Topical application of estradial increases the number and
thickness of elastic fibers in menopausal patients. Studies
have shown that estrogen prevents skin aging, preserves skin
collagen content, elastic properties and thickness. In post-
menopausal women, the systemic (oral) estrogen substitution
has been associated with substantial and statistically signifi-
cant reduction (25 and 30% lower) of senile dry skin and skin
wrinkling.

However, both oral and local (topical) estrogen therapy has
significant limitations, and the hormone concentration and
size of application should be restricted to reduce the risk of
systemic side effects. Some women are sensitive to estrogen
application and may suffer from estrogen dermatitis as a
result. Moreover, chronic estrogen exposure can stimulate
age-related disorders and precancerous lesion formation.

Benefits that are the same or similar to those provided by
estrogen compounds can be provided by phytoestrogens,
which manifest weak estrogenic activity without provoking
the harmful systemic or side effects.

Soybean phytoestrogens include the isoflavones, daidzein
and genistein, as well as several minor compounds (e.g.,
glycitin, and acetyl forms) and non-isoflavone phytoestrogen
coumestrol. In raw soybeans and nonfermented soy products
(soy flour, powder, tofu, soy nuts, etc.), these isoflavones are
conjugated with glucose (glycosides), and are named, daidzin
and genistin. After fermentation by bacteria or chemical
hydrolysis, these glycosides lose sugar and convert into free
forms (aglucones). For topical application, the unconjugated
(free) isoflavones only are used.

Besides isoflavones and coumestrol, soy includes other
active nonprotein substances, such as the following:

Phospholipids: phosphatidyl ethanolamine (cephalin),

phosphatidyl choline (lecithin);

Phytosterols: sitosteryl-D-glucoside (beta-sitosterol); and

Saponins: soyasapogenols A, B, C, D, E, or their aglucons-

sapogenins.

Evidence of the functional activities of these soybean com-
pounds is described, as follows:

Phytoestrogens:

Phytoestrogens, which are the plant compounds that are
structurally and functionally related to the sex hormone estro-
gen, may including the following group of isoflavones:
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genistein, daidzein, glycitein, biochanin, santal, orobol, prat-
ensein, equol and prunetin. All naturally occurring isofla-
vones and their derivatives exhibit several key functions such
as partial estrogen receptor binding, antioxidant activity,
stimulation of cell differentiation, anticancer effect, anti-in-
flammatory properties, and DNA repair. These functions
make this class of molecules desirable as topical agents in the
treatment of numerous skin disorders and multiple systemic
disorders.

Phytoestrogens and their metabolites interact with specific
estrogen cell receptors, and compete with endogenous hor-
mone molecules, but they can provoke a weak estrogenic
response. This dual “weak” action leads to normalization of
estrogen effect both at the elevated or decreased levels of
endogenous hormone.

Phytosterols:

Phytosterols are structurally similar to the animal choles-
terol. Plant sterols found in the skin surface lipids of humans
originate from diet and are absorbed in the intestine into
plasma and then transferred to the skin.

Saponins:

Saponins can promote wound healing and can stimulate
epidermal cell proliferation and epidermis formation in a
dose-dependent manner. Saponins can also enhance the
expressions of protein factors related to cell proliferation,
namely, epidermal growth factor and its receptor, fibronectin
and its receptor, keratin, and collagenase 1. Further, saponins
can improve blood flow in peripheral tissues, inhibit itch,
improve atopic dermatitis, and reduce inflammation.

Phospholipids:

Compositions including phospholipids have been devel-
oped for local treatment of venous and microcirculatory alter-
ations (e.g., varicose veins, chronic venous insufficiency,
associated signs and symptoms) and sport injuries (e.g.,
bruises, swelling secondary to sprains and contusions).

The benefits that can be derived from topical application of
these compositions are believed to be superior to those that
can be derived via systemic ingestion for the following rea-
sons. The bioavailability of isoflavones through the skin is
believed to be greater than the bioavailability of isoflavones
through gastrointestinal absorption because topical applica-
tion does not afford an opportunity for the isoflavones to be
converted into inactive compounds in the gut before reaching
the skin. Additionally, the local concentration of isoflavones
may be higher in a topical composition, where the isoflavone
concentration can reach the high levels needed for some
effects that are doubtful under oral administration (e.g., anti-
oxidant and anti-promotional activity, cell differentiation,
etc.). Moreover, treatment can be localized via topical appli-
cation, as some dermatological diseases, such as psoriasis and
eczema, usually have a local orientation; and localized topical
application of the active, naturally occurring blend of isofla-
vones, phospholipids, sitosterols and saponins can be helpful
for delay of these processes in the areas of greatest suffering
(e.g., facial and hand skin).

Additionally, the isoflavones can be used independently or
introduced into known topical compositions as an additional
compound with an adjuvant purpose. Further still, the
absence of any known side effects as a result of topical isofla-
vone treatment, enables its application to skin for the preven-
tion of skin aging and increasing skin thickness, acne treat-
ment, anti-cellulite treatment, sensitive skin treatment,
wound healing, arthritis treatment, hair loss treatment, in
prostate treatment patches, and for treatment of other derma-
tological problems and diseases.
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Thetopical cosmetic or dermatological composition can be
applied to skin to treat or prevent the following changes
associated with aging of the skin.

Formation of Rhytides:

The formation of rhytides, or wrinkles, of the skin likely
results from a loss of normal elastin fibers and alteration of
collagen in the dermis, which occurs with aging and is accel-
erated by chronic exposure to the sun. These changes have
been postulated to result from free-radical damage to these
fibers directly and to the fibroblast cells that produce them.

Xerosis:

Xerosis, or dryness associated with aging, results from a
decrease in the epidermal water barrier function, which is
related to a decrease in differentiation of aging epidermal
keratinocytes.

Telangiectasis:

Telangiectasis, so-called “broken blood vessels,” are cap-
illary loop proliferations related to chronic sun exposure as
well as to chronic estrogen exposure.

Dispigmentation:

Dispigmentation changes seen with aging include hyper-
pigmented ephilides (freckling), lentigines (“sun spots™), and
melasma. The latter is known to be worse in the setting of
chronic estrogen exposure.

The topical cosmetic or dermatological composition can
also be applied to skin to treat or prevent changes associated
with formation of precancerous lesions.

Process for Hydrolysing and Purifying Isoflavones, Phospho-
lipids, Sitosterols and Saponins:

The following description covers a laboratory process for
hydrolyzing and purifying isoflavones; the process can
readily be scaled up for larger-scale purification.

In a first stage, one part of concentrated powder including
about 40% of isoflavones by weight in glucoside form is
dissolved in 5-23 parts (weight/volume) of alcohol (e.g.,
methanol) and stirred. Concentrated powders with the rela-
tively high isoflavone content are available as, e.g., SOY
ISOFLAVONES 40% (food grade) from DNP International
Co., Inc. (Whittier, Calif., USA); or KUDZU EXTRACT
(Pueraria Lobata) 40% isoflavones content from International
Additive Concepts (Charlotte, N.C., USA). 0.5-8.0 parts
(weight/volume) of concentrated acid (e.g., hydrochloric) is
added to the solution. The mixture is heated to 50-75° C.,
where it is maintained for 4-7 hours, and then cooled.

In a second stage, cool distilled water is added at twice the
volume of the above-described mixture and the resulting
solution is mixed intensively. Isoflavones and other sub-
stances form a coarse, dark-brown precipitate, which is sepa-
rated and collected.

In a third stage, the dark-brown precipitate from the second
stage is dissolved in 10-25 parts (weight/volume) of 60%
ethanol (40% water) on a stirrer for several hours at room
temperature. Alternatively, other alcohols can be used. The
solution is left to stand at room temperature overnight, and a
gray pellet of insoluble substances remains in the solution.
The supernatant is removed, and the pellet is placed in 5 parts
(weight/volume) of fresh 60% ethanol to provide additional
extraction, though a small white precipitate remains. The
supernatant is again removed and combined with the first
supernatant. The ethanol and water in the combined superna-
tant are evaporated, and dark-red or pale-yellow crystals
appear.

In a fourth stage, these crystals are dissolved in organic
solvent (e.g., a glycol composition, such as glycerin, propy-
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lene glycol, butylene glycol, pentylene glycol, polyethylene
glycol, etc.). This new composition can then be incorporated
into a topical cosmetic or dermatological composition.

Examples of beauty products and cosmetics in which the
composition can be incorporated include after-shave lotions,
after-sun lotions, anti-aging cream, baby lotion, bath oil,
body cream, body emulsions, body mask creams, body mask
lotions, body masks, body oil, cosmetic pads, eye cream,
hand cream, night cream, eye gels, facial creams, facial emul-
sions, facial masks, hair gels, hair care preparations, hair
lotions, hair pomades, lipsticks, skin moisturizers, sun tan
lotion, fragrances, soaps, essential oil for personal care, hair
and scalp treatment ampoules, facial ampoules, hair serums,
facial serums, skin clarifiers, skin emollients, skin lighteners,
lotions and other products (e.g., creams, serums, etc.) for
cellulite reduction, skin toners, lip balm, hair mask, hair
cream, patches, and aromatherapy preparations.

In describing embodiments of the invention, specific ter-
minology is used for the sake of clarity, though the scope of
the actual invention may not be so limited. In addition, it
should be understood that in some instances where a particu-
lar embodiment of the invention includes a plurality of com-
ponents or method steps, those components or steps may be
replaced with a single component or step. Likewise a single
component or step may be replaced by a plurality of compo-
nents or steps.

While this invention has been shown and described with
references to particular embodiments thereof, those skilled in
the art will understand that various changes in form and
details may be made therein without departing from the scope
of the invention, which is limited only by the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for producing a composition for topical appli-
cation, the method comprising:

a) hydrolyzing a source composition including an isofla-

vone in an acidic solution, wherein the isoflavone loses
a sugar component and is converted into an aglycone
during hydrolysis;

b) adding water to the acidic solution to produce a first

precipitate that includes the aglycone;
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¢) dissolving the first precipitate in an alcohol solution,
wherein the aglycone joins the alcohol solution;

d) separating the alcohol solution including the aglycone
from undissolved portions of the first precipitate;

e) removing the alcohol from the separated alcohol solu-
tion to produce a second precipitate of solids that were
dissolved in the alcohol, wherein the second precipitate
includes the aglycone; and

1) dissolving the second precipitate including the aglycone
in an organic solvent to produce a composition suitable
for inclusion in a dermatological or cosmetic prepara-
tion.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the source composition

includes a composition from a plant.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the plant is selected
from the group consisting of soy, clover, kudzu and combi-
nations thereof.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the source composition
includes an enriched soy composition.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the enriched soy com-
position also includes one or more sitosterols, saponins,
coumesterol, and phospholipids.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the source composition
comprises the isoflavones daidzein and genistein.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the acidic solution
comprises alcohol and an inorganic acid.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the inorganic acid com-
prises hydrochloric acid.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the organic solvent is a
glycol composition.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising applying the
topical composition to skin of a living organism.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the topical composi-
tion is applied to skin at or adjacent to a locale subject to a
condition selected from the group consisting rhytides of the
skin, xerosis, telangiectasis, skin dispigmentation, increased
skin thickness, acne, cellulite, skin sensitivity, a wound,
arthritis, hair loss, prostrate disease, menopausal or post-
menopausal symptoms, psoriasis and eczema.
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